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It is generally assessed for a number of years varying from ten to thirty years, except in certain areas where it has been permanently fixed. The failure of harvest therefore does not necessarily mean a reduction in Government income. Suspensions of one year are as a rule made good in another, and remissions are few. On the other hand, the sufferings of the people assume so terrible a shape that the Government is compelled to spend large sums of money on "famine relief." Of famines, of deaths from famine, of collections of revenue during famine years, and of the government expenditure for famine relief, we will speak in detail later on. A famine year is generally a bad one for imports, and a falling off in imports affects British industries. A failure of harvest in India thus spells not only disaster to India but loss to Great Britain as well. The very fact that 90 per cent, of the population should depend almost solely on such a precarious industry as agriculture is sufficiently condemnatory of the system of administration that has failed to look ahead and make provision for other sources of national income which would secure variety of occupation to the workers of the country and insure them against unemployment and starvation in the event of agriculture failing them.
The total cropped area (net after deducting area cropped more than once) in 1914-15 was 227,611,132 acres out of a total net area by professional survey of 619,392,157 acres.
By crops the area stood as below :
1913-14                1914-15
for British India    for whole India Acres                      Acres
Rice   ......	60,320,000	77,668,882
Wfoat         .....	20,476,000	25,451,330
Othsr food grains (chiefly   millet and pulso) .....	76,217,000	93,479,555
Barley          .....	5,844,000	7,904,783
Total food grains and pulses .	162,966,000	204,504,550
Oil seeds     .....	12,675,000	15,333,591
Sugar crops .....	2,432,000	2,458,865
Cotton         .....	15,665,000	15,221,787
Jute    ......	2,817,000	3,308,718
The yield returns are given for the whole of India including the native states-